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I COR. iii. 9. 
e are labourers together with God. 


HE general duties of the chriſtian life, as well 
as the particular ones of the chriſtian miniſtry, 
are repreſented by the Apoſtle under a great variety of 
alluſions and appeals to ſenſible objects. Many of theſe, 


it is probable, borrowed ſome degree of their force and 


| propriety from the cuſtom of the times in which they 
were writ, and the circumſtances of the perſons to 
whom theſe epiſtles were addreſſed : they were then 
the common and received methods of inſtruction; and 
were doubtleſs fit in themſelves to impreſs the Apoſtle's 
meaning, with great ſtrength and clearneſs, on the 
minds of his converted brethren. 

But all of them agree in inculcating one great point, 
that both our chriſtian courſe and paſtoral office re- 
quire much care and diligence for the right conduct of 
them: that the duties of neither can properly be diſ- 
charged, nor the difficulties overcome without labour 
and reſolution; that whether we are employed in the 
buſineſs of our religious profeſſion, or are called forth, 


as the miniſters of Chriſt, to diſpence the truths and 


doctrines of his Goſpel, we ought to apply ourſelves 
with aſſiduity to fulfil the engagements we have been 
1 | laid 
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laid under, and to execute the taſk that has been aſſign- 
ed us, We ſhall be more likely to acquit ourſelves 
well in our reſpective ſtations, if we act under a con- 
ſtant and affecting ſenſe, that each in his particular place 
was intended to be ſubſervient to the general welfare; 
that all our endeavours ſhould conſpire to carry on the 
great and noble purpoſes of God's providence; and we 
ſhould conſider ourſelves as deſigned to co-operate with 
Him, by our different powers, gifts and connexions, to 
thoſe glorious ends, worthy of the greateſt and wiſeſt 
and moſt gracious of Beings, the improvement of true 
righteouſneſs, and what is cloſely connected with that, 
the advancement of univerſal good. 
If we are repreſented by the ſacred writers, as having 
a number of talents committed to our care; whatever 
be the degree of truſt repoſed in us, whatever be the 
value or meaſure of theſe talents, we are made ac- 
countable to our Maſter for the right uſe and applica- 
tion of them. If we are ſaid to be ſent forth, as Jabour- 
ers into his vjneyard, we are to be rewarded in propor- 
tion to our s and ſervice; and whether we are ap- 
pointed to plant or to water, we ought to contribute 
all we can to the main deſign of bringing its fruit to 
Perfection. If we are conſidered as members of that ſpiri- 
tual body, of which Chriſt is the head : this bears, ac- 
cording to the juſt and beautiful analogy uſed by the 
Apoſtle, a near reſemblance and affinity to the natural 
d one. 


one, In neither of them can the eye ſay to the hand, I 
have no need of thee, nor again the head to the feet, T have 
no need of you, There is through the whole ſyſtem a 
mutual relation; and dependance of all the parts on 
each other : and the concurrence of all is required to 
promote the common ſafety and welfare, 

From the paſſage before us I would take occaſion 
to ſhew, | | 


I. That whether we conſider the conſtitution of 
our nature, our ſituation in ſociety, or the deſign 


intended for a ſtate of labour and induſtry. 


II. That to this we are laid under ſtronger obliga- 
tions, if appointed to be miniſters of Chriſt: if 
employed as inſtruments. to preach his doctrine 
and propagate his religion in the world. And 


III, That this obligation on any one, to be diligent 
in the diſcharge of his truſt, riſes in proportion to 
the high ſtation he may hold, or the ſuperior de- 
gree of authority he may be veſted with in the 
miniſterial office. Let us then 


I. Reflect on the particular make and conſtitution 
of man; and induſtry we ſhall find to be the only 
method, by which his inward powers are to be pro- 
perly cultivated, or his outward frame ſuſtained; by 
which either the inferior part of his nature can be duely 
A2 nouriſh- 
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nouriſhed and preſerved, or the better part of it im- 
proved and advanced to that degree of perfection, it was 
intended to arrive at. He is ſent into the world made 
capable indeed of attaining, but unprovided with any 
actual materials of, knowledge: Theſe, various as they 
are, he is left to collect by his own experience, to 
methodize and apply to uſe by his own ſtudy and re- 
flection. Moſt of the other advantages in life are ſome- 
times to be otherwiſe obtained, than by our own en- 
deavours : they may be owing to the happineſs of birth, 
or to ſome fortunate coincidence of circumſtances, 
which was not the reward of our labour, or the reſult 
of our foreſight. But on ourſelves muſt we depend for 
every kind of moral or intellectual improvement. We 
can only ſucceed in theſe purſuits by his method, who 
of all others was moſt ſucceſsful in them, by applying 
the heart to know and to ſearch and to ſeek out wiſdom. 
Man, we. find, in that original ſtate and condition of 
being, in which he was created, was appointed to labour ; 
to dreſs and to keep the garden in which he was placed : 
as if this was to be a chief ingredient in all his enjoy- 
ments, and to be erppioyed was er! in order to 
be happy. 

Since men have been improved i in what are called 
the arts of life, and their wants are proportionably mul- 
tiplied; induſtry is the ordinary method, which in the 
uſual courſe and ſettled tendency of mens actions, is 

| | moſt = 
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moſt likely to obtain thoſe bleſſings, that are purſued 


with the greateſt eagerneſs, and eſteemed the moſt de- 
ſireable acquiſitions, It is not indeed a certain and never 
failing, but it is the moſt probable means of obtaining 
_ affluence and honour and authority; the three great 
objects of human regard and competition. Nor is it 
only the moſt probable way of obtaining theſe ſuppoſ- 
ed bleſſings, but the only way, by which they can 
either be prudently uſed or properly enjoyed. A right 
application of them to their proper ends can hardly be 
made without ſome degree of care and attention; nor 
can the happineſs, they are capable of affording, be 
ducly taſted, unleſs the mind be in a fit diſpoſition to 
receive it; unleſs it has preſerved that quickneſs and 
ſenſibility, which exerciſe and employment alone can 
give it, 

It is neceſſary alſo, before any foreign ſatisfactions 
can be admitted, that a man ſhould be pleaſed and ſatiſ- 
fied within himſelf: which no one has more reaſon 
to be, than he who is engaged in an induſtrious and 
laudable courſe of action. Such a one muſt always have 
that great and inexhauſtible ſource of comfort, which 
ſprings from a ſelf. approved conduct, from the con- 
ſciouſneſs of having behaved ſuitably to the deſign and 
dignity of his nature; he has the pleaſing proſpect of 
thoſe natural advantages, which providence has, in the 
5 courſe of things, annexed to ſuch a conduct; and 


will 
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. 4 Conſecration Sermon 
will find another reward alſo in the reflection, with 
which every generous mind can't fail of being ſenſibly 


touch'd, of his not having lived in vain to himſelf or 
to the world; and of his not having paſſed the time of 


his ſojourning here, uſeleſs to any wiſe purpoſe of his 
own, or inſignificant to the welfare of his fellow 


creatures, 
It is alſo no inconliderablo benefit of induſtry, that 


it gradually produces a readineſs in acting, and enables 


a man to go, with greater eaſe and pleaſure, through 
the diſpatch of buſineſs or the diſcharge of duty. It 
furniſhes him with reſolution to attempt, with expe- 
rience to conduct, and with conſtancy to perſevere, 
Whereas the ſlothful man is alarmed with the leaſt ap- 
prehenſion of danger, and diſcouraged by any appear- 
ance of hardſhip. Every good deſign of his (if any thing 
good ſhould be deſigned) ſinks under the weight of ima- 


ginary difficulties, and every ſmall inconvenience, that 


falls in his way, is heightened into a * and unſur- 
mountable obſtruction. 

Let us next conſider man in his ſocial capacity, and 
as connected with others for mutual help and ſecurity, 
The many wants and infirmities, which men were ſub- 
ject to, made them very early ſee the uſefulneſs of form- 


ing themſelves into a community, that by the united 


ſtrength and aſſiſtance of many their various weak- 
nales might be aſſiſted, and neceſſities ſupply d. Each 
mem- 
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member therefore, from the very nature and condi- 
tions of this ſtate, is obliged to furniſh that proportion 
of ſervice to the public, which his particular place re- 
quires from him, and to return in ſome way to others, 
as his rank or abilities may allow, thoſe advantages 
which he receives from this common protection and 
intercourſe of good offices. And when all are diligent 
to fill up their ſeveral ſtations, and to per fomm their 
reſpective duties in a regular and ſuitable manner, then 
the good of the whole is in the higheſt degree obtain- 
ed, and that great end moſt effectually accompliſhed, 
which theſe voluntary combinations were intended to 
promote. | 

To this joint appllention and endeavours of many to 
carry on the great ſcheme of general good, and in ſome 
meaſure to ſeek their own in advancing the common 
utility, are owing the great improvements that have 
been made in all parts of knowledge; eſpecially that 
practical knowledge, which contributes ſo much to 
the uſe and accommodation of civil life, Hence pro- 
ceed the many bleſſings that enrich, and the various 
arts that adorn ſociety, To theſe are to be attributed 
the riſe of thoſe prudent laws and inſtitutions, that ſo 
much promote the peace and welfare and ſecurity of 
mankind; that fo far raiſe a well regulated and civi- 
lized ſtate above the rudeneſs and ignorance of barba- 
rous nations. Induſtry is the vital ſpirit that ſtirs and 
actuates, 
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actuates, that diffuſes health and ſtrength through 
every part of the political body. 
The obligation to diligence, ariſing from the frame of 
our nature and our connexions in ſociety, is by no means 
leſſened, if we caſt our view on the duties of our chriſtian 
profeſſion, The faith of the Goſpel is a lively and ope- 
rative quality; not reſting in the inward perſwaſion of 
the mind, but exerting itſelf in an active conformity to 
Chriſt's laws, and an uniform obedience to all his com- 
mands. The general nature and tendency of theſe is 
plainly to improve our humane affections, and ſhew us 
the various occaſions of uſe and benefit to others, on 
which they may properly be exerciſed : to incline our 
_ diſpoſition to acts of mercy in relieving the wants, or 
ſoftening the afflictions, or aſſiſting the infirmities of 
thoſe about us; to enlarge the ſphere of our charity, 
and excite us to a vigorous and diffuſive benevolence. 
If we conſider the example of our Maſter, we ſhall 
find him buſied, through the whole courſe of his mi- 
niſtry, in offices of humanity and compaſſion, ſuited to 
the ſeveral wants and neceſſities of mankind : we ſhall 
ſee him in his diligent application 0 do good exceeding 
that Apoſtle, who was the moſt zealous and active of 
all his followers, and in /abours more abundant. 
Both the plainer precepts and figurative language 
of the ſacred writings, that teach or require us 70 run 
the race that is ſet before us, to ſtrive for the maſtery, 
” ll 
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to labour for the meat that endureth to everlaſting life, 
to preſs toward the mark for the prize of the high call. 
ing; all of them have the ſame meaning, all tend to 
ſhew, that we ſhould apply ourſelves with earneſtneſs 
and activity to perform the duties of our holy religion; 


that we ſhould ſtudiouſly aim at fulfilling the condi- 


tions, before we can reaſonably expe& the rewards of 
the Goſpel: and that without diligence and aſſiduity 
we ſhall make no progreſs in advancing ourſelves to 
that degree of chriſtian perfection, which we ought to 
endeavour after. None of theſe repreſentations lead us 
to conclude, that we are to withdraw from the world 
in order to be the more truly religious, or that the' 
| higheſt attainments in chriſtian practice are moſt pro- 
bably to be made in the retirement and ſolitude of a 
cloiſter, 

If we are appointed to be miniſters of Chriſt, and are 
ſet apart for the paſtoral care, an office of ſome digni- 
ty in itſelf, and of much uſe to others, will require a 
degree of faithfulneſs and diligence in the diſcharge of 
it, anſwerable to the weight and conſequence of the 
truſt: it is neither to be attempted without proper 
qualifications, nor duly executed without great care 


and application. The preparatory helps of ſtudy and 


learning will be neceſſary to enter upon it with 


credit; much attention and uprightneſs of mind, great 


vigilance and circumſpection of conduct, a good ſhare 
| B 
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of prudence and temper will be requiſite to go through 
it with efficacy and ſucceſs, | 

We are freed indeed by that proviſion which the 
laws of our country have made for our ſupport, from 
the ſervile and inferior employments of life: we ate 
releaſed in ſome meaſure from that attention, which 
moſt are diſpoſed to pay, and which by many is quite 
neceſſary to be paid, to ſecular cares and concerns. But 
the nature of our profeſſion is but little underſtood 
by ſuch, as think it a releaſe from all buſineſs and 
trouble; they have by no means well conſidered the 
matter, who judge that thoſe may indulge themſelves 
in a ſtate of indolence and inactivity, who are commiſ- 
ſioned to labour in word and doctrine. 

The duties of our miniſterial function are ſet forth 
in Scripture under a number of different analogies; 
in ſome it is deſcribed with high titles and characters 
of dignity ; in others it has a reference to the mote 
otdinaty occupations of human life; but all thoſe figu- 
rative repreſentations of it are ſuch, as require ſome 
work to be performed, and make labour and induſtry 
neceſſary for the performance of it. 

If we ate ſometimes called ſewardi of Chriſt's ſpiti- 
tual houſpold ; the natute of this truſt ſufficiently ſhews, 
it is required of flewards that a man be found faithful; 
| ahd he will hardly deſerve that praiſe, who is not 
| both honeſt and induſtrious in the management of this 
dele- 
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delegated power, who does not exerciſe a conſtant and 
careful 1nſpeftion over every part of his domeſtic 
province. 

If we are ſtiled ſhepherds, entruſted to watch and to 
feed the flock of our Maſter; however this employ- 
ment, by a change of times and cuſtoms, may have 
varied from its original deſign, or the term been de- 
baſed by an accommodation to modern ideas, yet in 
the ſimplicity of antient days, and when this alluſive 
language was well underſtood, it was always a truſt 
of ſome conſequence, often af great difficulty and 
danger, 

If we are repreſented, as builders, employed to raiſe 
and ſupport the fabric of the chriſtian church : the 
materials of this ſacred edifice are neither to be brought 
together without labour, nor diſpoſed without deſign. 
It will require ſome {kill in the contrivance, and dili- 
gence in the execution, before it can become à build- 
ing fitly framed together : formed at once for uſe and 
beauty and ftability ; neither erected on the rude and 
Gothick plan of fanaticiſm, nor loaded with the falſe 
and unnatural ornaments of Romiſh pageantry. 

It will appear indeed from the moſt general ſurvey 

of the paſtoral office, and the ſeveral branches of duty 

it comprehends, that it muſt be no flight preparation 

which will qualify men for, nor a ſmall degree of 

aſſiduity that will enable them to go through, a * 
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and effectual diſcharge of it, As it requires them to 
exert their endeavours in inſtructing the i ignorant, con- 
firming the doubtful, reclaiming the vicious, and con- 
vincing the gainſayer : to promote theſe defirable ends 
it will be neceſſary to have frequent recourſe to, and 
a due acquaintance with thoſe ſacred writings, which 
are the gracious charter of all our chriſtian privileges, 
To underſtand the duties, doctrines, promiſes, and 
motives which they contain, to inculcate and recom- 
. mend them with advantage to the hearer, will be 
wanted the ſubſidiary helps of human learning : ſome 
knowledge of ſacred and profane antiquity, and of the 
original languages in which theſe books are written ; 
ſome inſight into the tempers and paſſions of men, in- 
to the uſages and cuſtoms of paſt ages, as well as the 
prevailing habits of the age, in which we live; ſome 
{kill in the arts of reaſoning and compoſition, of elo- 
quence and perſuaſion ; theſe and more than theſe re- 
quiſites will be occaſionally proper to be made uſe of 
by the preacher, and muſt in ſome meaſure be attained, 
before he can become an able miniſter of the New 

Te ftament. | | 
[t is alſo neceſſary for a due underſtanding of the 
Scriptures, that we ſtudy them with an honeſt and in- 
genuous mind; free as may be from that wrong biaſs 
which prejudice is apt to give it, and open to receive 
the great truths they contain, as ſoon as they appear to 
| us 
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us with ſufficient clearneſs and evidence. Without 
this, inſtead of being properly qualified 20 be teachers, 
we may have need that one ſhould teach us again, which 
be the firſt principles, the true temper and ſpirit, of the 
oracles of God, Without joining a good diſpoſition to 
a careful and diligent enquiry, we may be led to miſ- 
_ underſtand the word of God, or be tempted to handle 
it deceitfully ; we may either miſtake the true intention 
of its Author, or bend it by our interpretation to 
wrong views and purpoſes, Without this double fence 
and ſecurity againſt error, we may teach, tis poſſible, 
for pure and undefiled religion the adulterate mixtures 
of hyman invention, or propagate for the rational 
doctrines of Chriſt the groundleſs and vinonary fancies 
of the Enthuſiaſt, 

But our duty is not confined to preaching, there 
are other conſiderable parts of it to be attended to in 
order to a full execution of our truſt, We are to adviſe, 
to admoniſb, to reprove, as occaſion may require. And 
in matters of ſo nice and difficult a nature, great pru- 
dence and addreſs muſt be uſed, Much regard muſt 
be had to men's different tempers, character and ſitua- 
tions, before this taſk can be performed with any proſ- 
pect of ſucceſs. The moſt promiſing way to ſucceed, 
is to ſatisfy them fully of the uprightneſs of our inten- 
tions; that we aſſume not this office out of pride, 

ſelf. intereſt, or to ſatisfy the formality of our pro- 


feſſion, 
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ſeſſion, but from a zealous and hearty concern for 
their welfare. 

But what will carry with it the moſt effectual means 
of conviction, what will be of the maſt powerful in- 
fluence in regulating the conduct, or reforming the 
manners of ſuch as are placed under the paſtor's care, 
will be to ſet before them the light of a uniformly 
good example. The evidence, on which the divine au- 
thority of our religion reſts, the proofs on which ſome 
particulars of our duty are founded, or the motives by 
which they are to be enforced, may require ſome atten- 
tion and capacity to be well underſtood; but a vir- 
tuous example is a way of reaſoning, eaſy and obvious 
to every apprehenſion. Advice may diſguſt, or autho- 
rity diſpleaſe, or reproof irritate ; but that is an agree- 
able and inſinuating method of perſuaſion, which has 
its effect inſenſibly, and operates uſually in an effica- 
cacious, though a gradual manner, No precepts of 
duty, no illuſtration or enforcement we can give them, 
will carry with it ſuch force and energy, as when 
drawn out into practice, and ſet before men in a liv- 
ing, viſible, and familiar pattern. 

As we are then ſeparated to this work ; as we have 
not aſſumed this authority to ourſelves, as we aſcribe 
not the appointment of it to the invention of men, 
but the expreſs warrant and deſignation of Chriſt ; Let 
1s fake beed to the miniſtry, which we have received of 

the 
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the Lord, that we fulfil it *, Let us uſe our earneſt 
endeavours to acquit ourſelves well in this great charge 
and commiſſion, with which we are entruſted. 

A regular ſubordination of rank and power is ap- 
pointed in the chriſtian, which is apparently neceſſary 
in all other ſocieties, to ſecure in a more effectual 
manner the maintenance of peace, and eſtabliſhment of 
good order, But no difference of ſtation in the church 
of Chriſt will exempt any one from the general taſk 
of labour; a higher ſituation will rather heighten the 
obligation, and enforce the neceſſity of it; as it will 
enlarge that province in which men are to act, and 
encreaſe the number of thoſe, whoſe welfare may be 
affected, and will probably be leſſened or improved by 
their conduct. 

Such then, whoſe greater abilities, experience, and 
wiſdom have advanced them to move in a higher orb 
of authority, as they are hereby put into a capacity of 
being, are doubtleſs required to be, more eminently and 
extenſively uſeful, A degree of application will be ex- 
pected from them, anſwerable to the greatneſs of the 
truſt, in which they are placed, and that ſuperior degree 
of preeminence, by which they are diſtinguiſhed. 

But whatever part is aſſigned us to act, however 
large or limited be our ſphere of acting, in the admi- 
niſtration of the paſtoral office, every one muſt gi vr 
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all 
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all diligence to ſupport his proper character, and do the 
duty of that ſtation to which he is appointed. Alb the 
members, as united to carry on one general end, muſt 
co-operate in edzfying the body of Chriſt, The whole 
will ſuffer through any negle& or diſunion of the 
parts; and the help of the inferior ones is neceſſary, 
though on the higher, as being raiſed above the reſt in 
dignity and uſe, we beſtow more abundant honour. 

Theſe indeed are juſtly entitled to a greater ſhare 
of our regard, as a ſtation of eminence enlarges the 
compaſs of that diſtrict in which they are employed, 
and therefore requires a more comprehenſive knowledge 
and improved judgment to fill it with ability ; calls for 
more attention and vigilance in the execution of their 
charge, than might be ſufficient for the duties of a more 
confined and ſubordinate ſituation. — They have till a 
more particular claim to our dutiful obſervance, when 
they animate our endeavours by ſetting before us an 
example of thoſe great and good qualities, that are 
proper to adorn our profeſſion; and are ready to give 
thoſe, over whom they preſide, that protection and 
encouragement, which is one great ſpur and incitement 
to induſtry, 

But if we all attend faithfully to the chief deſign 
and buſineſs of our function, to reclaim men from 
error, reform them from vice, and eſtabliſh the em- 
pire of true righteouſneſs in their hearts and actions; 


cſpe- 
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eſpecially if we are induſtrious to expreſs in our own 
conduct, what we undertake to teach others as that 
true and acceptable and perfect will of God, we ſhall 
hardly fail of meeting with due reſpect, in an age 
little diſpoſed to. pay more than is due, to our office 
and character, 

Let us then unite in our carneſt petitions to God to 
vouchſafe his bleſſing on this, and on every occaſion, 
that may conſpire to the great end of advancing his 
truth, and ſpreading the power of religion in the world; 
that in that day of folemn enquiry whether we have 
wrought the works of him that ſent us, we may be 
found in the number, and ſhare in the happineſs of 
thoſe, who have not run in vain, neither laboured 
in vain, | 
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